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monarchical principles, and whom he now implored to
assist him in saving the Monarchy and the State.
Mirabeau said that after shaking hands warmly with
Montmorin, of whose honesty and resolution he felt
convinced, he ended the conference with a promise to
assist him to the utmost of his power.

The first result of the coalition was a voluminous
paper, a pamphlet, almost a book, sent by Mirabeau to
Montmorin on December 23, and entitled " A sketch of
the situation of France, and of the means whereby the
Liberty of the People and the Authority of the Crown
may be reconciled." The writer was, as might be ex-
pected, more successful in his diagnosis of the disease
which threatened the existence of the Monarchy, than
in prescribing a treatment by which it might be
cured.

He began by pointing out the difficulties to be over-
come. Among them, the indecision of the king and the
great unpopularity of the queen; the growing tendency
of public opinion to reject moderate views, and either to
approve or to disapprove indiscriminately of all that had
been done; the licence and revolutionary madness of
the capital; the untrustworthiness of the National
Guards; the temper and composition of the Assembly,
which was liable to be carried away by waves of con-
tagious emotion, too large to be managed, too little under
the control of its leaders to be directed through them ;
the reactionary minority both within and without the
legislature unpopular, discredited, and pursuing objects
so extravagant that it could not be a useful ally; an
ill-planned and half-completed constitution, any improve-
in ent in which would be decried as a reactionary attempt